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(guns found Cardinal

' How Cardinal M

Powerful Personality of Belgian Prelate, Who Combines Attributes of Ascetic
and Soldier, Strikes Responsive Chord in Hearts of People Here—
His Wonderful War Work Reviewed and Characteristic Traits
Described by One Who Has Known Him Many Years

Sister Mary Ignatiusa O'Kava-
nagh is an Irish nun of the Sisters
of the Christian Doctrine and has
gpent the greater part of her life
in Belgium, where she was edu-
cated. She was in a conyent in
the city of Louvain when the war
with Germany broke out, and with
many others was driven from the
city after the German armies had
burnt and sacked the city. She re-
turned a few weeks Jater and re-
mained in Louvain until late in
the autumn of 1914, when she ob-
tained a passport through the
German lines with the aid of a
German sister and came to the
United States. :
. Sister Ignatiua came to this
country on the authorization of
Cardinal Mercier as head of the
Deo Gratias Work of Mercy, a
fund for the protection and aid of
the women of Belgium, who lost
everything they owned during the
German invasion. She has been
intimately acqunainted with Car-
dinal Mercier singe 1886, and was
associated closely%with him in the
work of mercy that followed the
invasion of the German armies.
The intimate sketch of his char-
agter which follows is based on
knowledge acquired by more than
thirty years of friendship with

the great Belgian prelate.
.

By SISTER MARY IGNATIUS
O'KAVANAGH.

HE powerful personality of
T Cardinal Mercier evidently ap-

peals to the Amerlean people.
This s natural, Thelir (deallsm
draws them instinctively what
i great, strong and fearless. Does
the history of the world present many
ﬁne; embodiments of these qualitios
than aye to ba seen In this glorious
old man who, during fifty-two long
months of captivity and persecution

to

sugtainoed the mworale of his people? A !
fought for

true “Flamish Lion," he
their rights.

The fust thunder of the German
ut-
terly fearless in the struggle for his
people that 2 most strange rumor got
eredence in the slums of Malines, The
people had neven known in him but
the kind friend accessible to all, rendy
to help his children in every difficulty.
The gentle old man whose tall, fragile
figtire was =0 often seen in the slume

Mercler =0

chatting with tho poor,
carve Into the hero unmatched in mod-

ern times. They had never discovered
ghim the fighter—should 1 ngl sy,
rather, the lioness whose young had

they could not

been attacked? How could they, in
happy, penceful lttle Belgium, that
had not an enemy on eurth? All

through the Cardinal's battle against
the heartrending « srtation of his
people there was in his attitude an ab-
solute that seemed un-
canny.

fearlessnoss

Protected by Wix Cournge.

The protection thls very f{earless-
ness afforded him enhanced his mag-

feal Influence—proved a paychological |

from dolng
These were

#flect to deter the Huns
him personal vielence

facts that his people dld not at frst
unierstand So rumor malleiously
whispered: "“The Cardinal fs In secret
connivance with the
nmot, would he still ba alive
sands have been court-morticled nnd
shot for things a hundred times less
offensive to the eénemy than what he
sayy and doeg every day. Could any
human being be so entirely regard-
ese of personal danger? For him no
menace séems to exiat, Hand he noi
some secrct understanding

N ]nlu. to him in the street, saying that

a German soldler had just arrested n
priest. This priest, It seoms, had res-
cued a girl whom a soldler sought to
molest, and In the strugwle he had
struck the Hun,

“Where Is ha?" demanded the Coar-
dinal.

“In the guardhouse” replled ane of
the people. ““They maid they would
shoot him."

Went to the Guardhowse.

To the guardhiouse the long, swift
strides of the Cardinal soom brought
him. With folded arms tha tall figure
stowd for & momant on the thresheld,
his blazing eves sweeping over the
dense and neoisy crowd until they
rested on the object of his search,
There a priest stood against the wall
at the furthest end of the big hall,
awalting the bullet that was to ead
his days All at once the presence of
the feariesa old man wns noted and
every head turmed round. A sudden
allence fell npon the uniformed rabble.
Not a word did the Cardinal say. He
raised his right hand and with his loog
forefnger Beckoned to the priest to
come to him. Back the soidiers feil to
the right and left, and up through the

severe lncerations to hls head and
face, Whem condoled with subse-
quently he remarked with feevor that
his Injuries were a real source of joy,
masmuch as through them the chuld's
life wns saved. His first word on re-
covering eonsclousness after the aocl-
dent was: “What about the Httle gir! 7

- 4

Strength and Sw < d.

His personal character Is s demon-
stration of Samson's fameous rididle—
strength and aweetness combined in
one—Fortiter et suaviter. Buoth arc
revenled In his fuce—a surely striking
ong! The high and very broad fore-
hetud, the strong nose, the delicate jaw,
the wonderfully sweet and graclous
smile are features that rivet attention.
Dominating, Hlominating, trensfiguring
his whola coun are ayes a0
deeply spiritual of expression that |n-
stinetively one realizes —this man
knows God.

The rare force of h's intellect was
well known before circumstances re-
vealed this many sided man from
other viewpoints. - He wos barely 30
when the eagle eye of Pope Leo XIIT
singled him out for the formidable
task &f reviving the philosophy of the

shells—the Cardinad has (nawgurated
a measare which, I fancy, Is umique.
He bas openmed o apecial seminary for
men of ripe age—ploun, unmarried
men who are willing to devote them-
relves in the priesthood to the present
needs of thelr fellow countrymen. The
most clemental studies needed for the
consclentious fulfliment of thelr
smcerdotal duties Is all the Cardinal re-
qulres of these devoted souls.

He keepa in touch with every one
of his priests. That he may know
thegn all from the outset he has one
student from his seminary to break-
fast with him every morning. Each
has his turn. That he expects his
priests te live up to a very high ideal
is no secret. When he refurned from
Rome in Boptember, M4 -after the
election of FPope Benedict XV, he
found that his clergy bad deesmed it
neceasary for safety to let their heards
grow and to exchange the cassock for
secular dress, The mere fact af their
being priests had proved fatal to many
of their Dbrethren, The Cardinal
promptly expressed a wish that they
should resome thelr habitual appear-
ance.

“Every sheep of the flock should, In

'*"'Z’ :
53 |l

Germans! If |
? Thou-

!

with the |

Huns they would surely have taken |

his life the first day he began fAghting
them with his back to the wall"
This charge could not have sprung

from ingratitude The people were
puszied by hiz almost superhuman
strength and anselfishness Nerve-
racksd, half starved, beside thom-
solves with grief at sseing thelr loved
ones dragged Into slavery, their poor
distrn minds re ready for a

while to give credence to even wo in-
Bnne o report as this, Wns It secretly
spread by the Germans themselves to

bring thelr dauntless opponent into
disrepule mmong his own, thus les-
sening his hold upon them? Would

oot such Intrigue be quite In keeping
with German mentality—
methods us they have been revealed
to the world during the war? For-
tunately, the cloud vanished,
The people’s old love for their faith-
ful shophord and thelr ontire trust
fn him promptly returned. Bot while
the suspicion lasted, bhow sorely was
wrung the loving and singularly sensi-
tve hoart of the gredat Cardinal

A igreut charm of his Eminence is

BOOND

his kevn sense of humeor Most hear-
tily he enjoys a godd joke. A remark-
ably rapld thinker. he s noted for

the wit and promptitude of hils repar-
tee, One who knows him well has re-
marked: “He has & special gift for
sllencing hin opponents without ever
wounding thelr feelings—he slmply
takes their breath awiy. Hut the wit
that leaves them without a word to
answer pleases, la keenly pellshed.
This rare gift, that only = brilliant
mtellect combined with a warm heart
can poasess, won him thea admiration
even of the Antl-Clerical Soctalists,
Long tefore the war they had ceased
attacking bim."

ok a0, Livweval, in bis doaiings wili

the Huns! Littie he cared Lo Lemper
for them the hot blast of his wit!
His words of fire swept over them,
scathing, scorching, Thelr souls must
have cowered beneath his gage and
the majesty of a wrath that evaked
vislons of the Prophets of old. But
oftenar still it wus o cleverly velled
marcasm that made them wince A
mers gesture of nis wos sometimes

anough to petrify the ens my inlo sub-
mfission. This Incldant will Hlustrate;
One day eeveral people came run-
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long luna thelr prisoner marched—and
not one of them moved or uttered a
word as he follows: his pustor te
eafoty

Buch spiritug]l herolsm as Cardinal
Mercler has displayed since the begin-
ning of the wur has been rarely
equalled In the world's history. With
his country lying sturk and allent at
hiz feet, this prelate dured to step
forth, one puny volce against the
might of the Central Powers, ralsing

his volee In protest agalnst the unjust |
s devastation

around him, After the
sacking of Louvaln and the destruc-
tiom of her university, his alma mater,
with the priceless library therein, the
great Cardinal's human heart well
nigh broke. It may be that the peas-
sionkte prayer of this lnlter day saint
was answered by the inspiration of
that famous pastoral letter which sf-
terward shook® the world with the
strength of s pleading. At any rate,
Christendom has listensed breathlessly
aver dince o éach word Cardinal Mer-
cler has publicly uttered, sure of It
Inextinguishably truthful origin,

Only a pnature formed from a com-
hination of the ascetlc and the soldler
could dare speuk at such a time and
In such & moanner as kas this coura-
geous prelate. And vet the Cardinel s
not & young man. Born ta 1851, he s
far from belng elther youthful In ap.
pearance or stryng In physigue. Tall
and thin, he is-ihe ascellc In every
linewment. Yet of his physical and
moral bravery there have been fow
peers In history. It Is related of him
thiat on & morning when he was driv-
Ing In his automoblle along the streats
of a nelghboring village a lttle girl
ran directly in the path of the mm-
chine, Instantly the Cardinal shouted
to the driver (o swerve from the road,
though in the fulflling of this com-
mand the chauffeur was obliged teo
head for o high stone wall. The Car-
dinal was throws ot and sulfered

thirteenth century and applyving it to
modern schence, Needless tb =ay, hu-
man nature being as It i= this dis-
tinetlon awoke undylng Jealousies.
Mere, perhaps, for the first time were
his strength snd gentleness seriously
put to the test, Never onee has he
beon known to whiaper a word agiinst
those whose antagonism must «have
made him suffer keenly. Many have
sought frequently, and In different
ways, 1o elicit trom him even a mild
criticiam of the behavior of his oppo-
nents, Ever on the alert in the prac-
tise nf charity, without seeming to no-
tlee the snare, he invariably detects
It and cleverly turns the conversation
to other matters

In every act of his private life Car-
dinnl Mercler is 4 man who lives up
to the apirit of thé Gospel. Before
preaching i, he practises perfection.
That all his priests should do I'kewlse
is his most ardent wish, A few vears
before the war he came across the hi-
ography of the saintly Father Chev-
rier, who dled in Lyona, France, some
twernty-five years ago. Recognizing In
this holy man the true type of the rec-
ular priest of our own times, he at
onea bought, out of his own slendsp
means, a4 whole edition. To each one
of the 2,600 priests of his d'ocese he

presented = copy, urging them to
model thelp lves on that of Father
Clhsvileér—a SSCond St Vinceud. &

Puul In his love for the poor and the
Ourcnst,

He usunlly spends about six wosks
of the summer preaching retreats to
his clergy. They guther nat his sem-
Inary in Malines In batches of threes
hundred and fifty. During all this
time, no matter how great may ba his

fatigue, he s &t thelr disposal from
morning unt!l night
In order to @l the ranks of his

clergy 5o sadly depleted—at home by
murder and ai the fromt by Gerran
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| priest
ple, why, let us die for them and let

cuse of need, be able to distinguish
them as priests, No word of comfort
or encouragement In the dire distress
that hud befallen them should remain

nspoken merely to save the lUfe of a
If wo have to die for our peo-

there be no more about it*™

This was his advice. He made It
cloar that he did not impose his will
In this matter. Ho presumed that the
nerves of some might be too unstrung
by the wholesale massacres of clvil-
ians they had seen and were still wit-
nessing every day. But “though he
left them ontirely free, without flinch.
Ing they all rallled to his call. Who
would not follow such a leader?

Like n Call From God.

A call from one of his priests In
need ls to him llke a call from God
Late one bitterly cold evehing nbout
Iwo winters ago a secrel message
reached him. A priest was dylnk In o
village about twelve miles off and wus
anxious to speak to the Cardinal. No
tralns, no trolley cars were running,
save for the Germans; no horscs re-
mained In the country; his motor hud
long since been taken from him, Dut
to him no lack of transportation could
be an excuse for delmy. At once he
started foot, ministered to the dving
man and after closing his eyes took
to the road again. So in the morning
after neariy s whole night's tramp his
usual heur for celebrating mass found
him at the altur.

That day before noon the eltizens of
Mallnes were subjected to an enor-
mous ine, They were punished because
the Cardinal had gone beyvond the city
Lmits without & passport. It would
have taken him fully two days Lo ob-
Wi the passport Fromptly and
moudly did the tmpoverished citizens
pay—tiheir Curdinal must be free to
come and go were they W be punished
# hundred times for I. O MNitle Bel-
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gium, no wonder you have won the
hearts of all civilized nations!

Cardina! Mercieg’s love [or the poog
is deep and stropg. By sharing in
their privations he fecls himself drawn
etill nearer to Christ and to them. His
privita life is one of austers indigenco.
A couple of years befors the war
broke out Mallnes was startled by a
wourd thut flew around the elty: "No
gervant girl In a decent family would
be glven so shabby a room to sleep In

L LIFTER S Jror g s

as that af our Cardinal.” The fact is,
|an electrician having to place some
'lwin-u in the Archbishop's house was
obliged 1o puss through the Cardinal's

bedroom. Struck with its utter sim-
plicity and belng alone, he took the
liberty to jnapect jt—a small room

with whitewushed walls, a cheap lron
eot, no springs to if, only planks on
which lay a wsack filled with straw;
vtwo kitchen chairs of unvarnished
deal, a clothes press and a washstand
of the same coarse material; curtain-
leasn windows; not a rug on the bare,
unpainted foor.

Such was the room of thé Cardinal
—a Prince of the Church. The Arch-
bishop’s Palace  contains s stately
apartment for each of his Suffrugan
Blishops—always ready to recelve
them. Why did be assign this room
to himself? No need to ask—dald not
Chrigst*sany He had not a stone whereon
to lay His head? Did He not say:
“Go, so!l whatsoever thou hast and

| | give to thé poor and thou shalt have

treasure In heaven; and follow moe*™
(Mark x 21.) Cardinal Mercler—a
follower of Christ—follows Him closely
indeed.

There ia not a shadow of pstenta-
tion In this practice of povepty—Holy
Poverty as the Church calls {t—a vir-
tue that has been dear to all the
saints. Absolute sincerity Is stamped
on évery word and deed of this truly

great man—iius simpls a8 ehild with
all his greatness. A few lines from
the Rev. Father Stillmans in his lit-

i tie sketch of the Cardinal, published
in January, 1915, delineates him truly
“Cardinal Mercler,” he say=, “is a
wonderful man—familiar with the
greateat problems, yet concerned with
the smallest detalls; honored a= few
men have been, yet simple asm & child;
working from early morning until far
into the night, yet always having time
to listen to every one. He s known
to the whole of Belgium as a living
saint—ikindoess and readiness personi-
fled.™

Nesdless 10 say the Care of such a
man s of the humblest—as many a
chance guest hus diwcovered. One dAy,
shortly after he became Archblahop,
two priests from a part of the coun-
try where good fiah {8 rare happened
to call on him Just as he was sitting
down to dinner, He Invited them to
share his meal. It was Friday., As
they crossed the threshold one whis-
pered to the other: “Say—we're In
luck—a dainty fish dinner!” To their
surprise the meuu consisted of pea
soup, potatoes and “stockfish,” that ls,
dried cod, the cheapest and commonest
fish on the Belgian market. ¥or des-
sert n “tarte aux prunes’” A& course,
heavy prune pla relished by the Bel-
glan workingman. To crown the feast
whter only was on the table until the

Cardinal ordered beer for his two
EueslAa,
Now when s Belgian family has

fallen Into the direst poverty its cease
Is not stated in detail-—all that peonle
sy (o expross the worst s, “lis
bolvent de  l'eau!™ (They drink
water!) Tha universal drink, with
o lurge percentagw of exquisite and
coutly wines, is Leer, the mild Delgian
beer that can no omne. Ine
%
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deed, the well known wine cellura of
Belgium were the grand prize prom-
isad to the German soldléry before
they crossed the frontier. Nor were
they slow to begin looting them! Bwn
began streaming Jnto Cermany long
processions of trains—all loaded with
bottles, the gtore of genepations. Car-
dinal Mercler, though not's testotaler,
stldom tastes elther wine or beur. To
his ordinary guests, however, he usu-
aily 8ffers the Iatter. Yet his hos-
pitality 18 most generous, often quite
munificent,

Of the latter sort the following in-
cident gives a touching proof. A
group of working girls from the
“Minimes,” Louvain, were entertalned
by His Eminence. The occaslon was

this. A religlous of that convent
had created the exquisite “Louvain
einbroldery,” a revival and modern-

ization of the oldest of all artistic
needlework, a thing that fell into
oblivion when modern lace came into
being three or four ceanturies ago, This
highly artistie revival was awarded
the gold medal at the World's Falr
held in Ghent In 1913, Both employers
and employees were anxious that their
helowid Cardinal should be the first to
possess A specimen of the industry.

Thelr hearts in thelr fingers, they
sot to work In a few months they
presdnted him with a rochet that
looked as if it had drifted out af

falryland.

Then came adf invitation to all the
girla who had brought into exlstence
#0 dainty a creation to nssist at the
Cardinal's mass the first time he wore

their masterpiece. With the invita-
tion came a munificently generous
tmnk note to defray the expenses of
the journey, Ho celebruted mass for
them In his private chapel, nfter
which he seated them himself at an
anlmost sumptuous breakfast lald out

In one of the gtate reception rooms.
Here agaln his big, tender heart showed
Itself. Ke had sald mass in a black
carsork, but wishing those poor girls
to harvest from thelr wark all pos
sible pleasure he came to them afier
breakfast wearing their lace over his
scariet sillk robes.

A cry of dellght and surprise broke
from them. They crowded round him,
vach one finding out and showing-him
the "motifs” she had worked—he ques-
toned them as to how they had pro-
duced such a marvel. . Never had the
delicats, filmy fabric appeared to them
80 Juvely a8 now In the llght of his
admiration. ‘There he stood—a father
with his children, chatting with them,
turning from side to side to let each
one sea her geotion In the best Hght
—Iitn  perfection  enhanced by the
beauty of the scarlet silk,

Then ha allowed them
through the houss, a Siate
bullding worthy of the long
princely prelates It had sheltered, Lit-
tle did ke dream how forgotten they
wonn would be in the lustre of lis own
plory! Tefore dlsmissing the girls
after thelr long wvisit, he gave to
oach his pleture, & lurge photograph
on which he wrote her name and a
hlassing for her and her family aver
his slenatore,

to roam

owned

Funerals for Peor Bablos.

Another Instance of hls love for the
poor I8 scen In an organization he
started shortly before the war. Omne
day, wandering In the slums of Brus-
sels, he mot w littlea eoMn belng car-
ried (0 the cemelery without any sem-
blance of Christian respect for the
dead. On Inquiry, he discovered that
in gensral the poor shunned the ex-
penge of A religlous funeral for thelr

lttle ones. It was short work for the

line of !

Curdinal
ducing

means of in-
the children of the “upper
classes” to bury the bables of the
poor, A circular sent at once to the
paying school of every parish ex-
plained the plan and requifsted that
girls and boys, from 11 to 14 years, be
formed Into groups of twelve, with
one of thelr.number slected as leader,

Two or three times a week n mes-
sage from the City Hall or from the
purish priest acquaints these young
leaders with the addresses and loca-
tion of the deceoasod children, At
hours prearranged so as not to inter-
fere with school duty the little leaders
summon thelr followers. Carrving a

to organize

ith American Idealism

hier dmped In a pall of blus op white
silk, these children go to the hinugg .uf
mourning-—thoe girls fetch thelr litw
dend uisters, the bova thele baby
brothers. They take the Mitle noflig
and, replacing ench other by groupy of
four, they respectfully cmrry |t on
shoulders to the chumch, the
parents following

Whon the bodles of all the childreg
who have dled within the lns forty-
olght hours are guthemed round ghe
altar the priest perfornes the funees
rites—by order of the Cardinal- —
tuitously. The bodivs of children who
have died of a contugious disenss o
who come from an infectied house are
not ﬂ"l'”’“}’]‘l"l hy these little brurin
clubs, other measures belng takien for
thelr Christian burlal. Admission g
these groups fs a reward for studious.
nese and good behavior, as & punish.
ment only is it withdmwn, Tha par.
gnts of these children wimost jnvi.
rimbly consider the bolog chosen for s
beantiful an met of brotherly love an
Ponor for thelr bove und girls.

One of the Curdinal's objects {n es.
tablishing this practlce was to draw
the seclal ranks still closer together,
for he I quite ns democratlc an the
King himself. Indeed, It is safe to sy
he s all democratic. Though thie ad-
calrable practlea camo into oxistence
only a few months hefore the war (he
Cardinal's sbject seomed 1o be
nigh road to attalnment. Tho ehiidroy
who visited the home of the poor mun
In hisn bhour of sorrow ure gonerally
anxious to return there In many
enses, as I have been assurcd, the ling
forged at the bedside of o dend chid
was ripened carly into friendship,

thels
sUrtrawing

Gift of anu Amtemoblle,

Before the Germans came nnd took
from the Belglana everything worth
taking Cardioal Mercler had an auto-
mobiles, a present given him by a
wealthy friend. This 'was a source of
areat saving th him, both in time and
money. In Belgium a Cardinal takes
rank as a Frince of Blood Royul; he
stands naxt to the King. Hut honors
are sometimes costly, Etigoette hm-
poses upon him many obligations. For
tnstance, when ‘truvelling he s sup-
posed to be alone with his suita in a
rallway coach; consequently he has 1o
pay for all the weatls, even when he
may have with him only his private
mecrotary. Then at the stations whire
he enters and leaves thoe tri he is ex-
pected to tip each employea with a
2 franc plece. Of coyree, they spring
up like mushrooms gl over the place,
The station master and each of his ms-
slstants must have a § frang ploce
When he uses the royal state caach
always at hig dlsposal, all of the Upa
have to be In gold

These detalls not being generally
Enown, the tender souls of the anti
clerical Boclalists were dooply disaal-
tafled when the Cardinal accepied a
molor car. The Cardipal tuking ks
eaze in am Automobile instewd of
trudging about on foot like the work-
ing folk!  The sinful luxury of a mo-
tor for & man who was supposed b
sympathize with the poor! It wes
shocking! Certain papers were flled
with lessona of the Christian virtues
of humtlity and charity’.as they ougit
to be practised by s man of Go
a while the Curdinal let then
then startied them into good tivior
by an open letter so powerfu! thot
oughly to the point, s0 wiity nd
al #o dignifled that—well, I the stord
I heard at the time are troe, it ook
as If they all wanted to kiss him!

how

S0 the Cardinal kept i motor car
thus saving for his heloved poor over
one thousand a year. Morcover, hy re-
talning the ginful luxury, he was en
abled to call on any of his priests

when he had a moment o

Cardinal Mercier Won Fame
Long Before War Broke Out

( :hRDINAL. Mercler—his . full
name |8 Desire Feliclen Fran-
colse Joseph Mercier—was born

on November 22, 1851, In the DBelgian

village of Braine-1'Alleud, only & few
miles from Waterloo, For many years |
before the beginning of the war the
great Belgian prelate was famous Mn
ecclesimnstical circles for his vast In-
tellectuil attalnments, nnd when the
Gorman armies (nvaded Belglum -he
became ene of the best known and
outstanding figures of the world. He
worked with the utmost zend throogh-
ouwt the German occupsation to lessen
the terrors of the Invaslon and to
keep the fires of faith and courage
alive In the hoarts of his peapls, His
defiance of the German military gov-
ernorés rveached a cllmax when he

Issued, In the latter part of 1614, the

wonderful pastoral letter which has

become ong of the most famous docu- |
ments of history, and in which he

Instructed hi= priests and his people |

that«lp thelr Inner souls they owed |

the German governor "nelther nttach-|

ment nor obedlonce.™ |

But any one at all familiar with |
tho ccclesiastical history of Helglum |
waus not surprised that the volee of
Belgium's Cardinal should be heard
crying out against the invader and
defying the might of Germany.!

Throughout the centuries
clergymen of Helgium have

the great

heen the

heralds of patrlotem and the cham- |
plona of Hberty., Austria, France and
Prussin In other yeurs were de lll-d:
and resisted by Cardinal Franken

erg, and the celebrnted Bishop of
Ghent—Prince de Broglie—opposed |
Napoleon the Third, and later King|
Willlam of Holland. Both of them |
died In exlle, because they could not

be detérred from thelr duty by threats |

or by imprisonment. Each of them |
Issued letters of much the sume tenor |
ns the famous pastoral letter which |

made Cardinal Mercler's name ol
household word throughout the ¢ivi
lized world,
Always n Hard Worker.

Cardinn) Mercler has been 6 hard
and indefatiguble worker all his life
and lang before he became Cardinal/
wan known to tha entirs warld of |
phllosophy and gclence In appear

ance he 18 tall and slender, the per-|
sonification of the ascotio, and those
who have known him for years say|
that his tfe conforms to this model |
in every respect, and is slinple, eved |
severe. In the whole of Helgiumn he
is known as & living saint, gentle and|
kindly, and always ready to do what-
ever lles in his power to lessen 1he
trinls of his people. He holds n very
special love for America and the peo
pla of Americiy and has paid great

tribute to the ¢oldiers of the United

| the dutles of his high «

States and the part that this country
played In tho great war, This love of
the United States may parhaps be e

plalned by thes fact that the Caw
dinal's uncle, the Very Iev. Adrian
J. Croquet, was for many yoars ons

of 'the ploncer Catholle missionaries
of America. He cames to this vountry
in 185% and went to Oregon, where
for twaonty-olght yeara he waa In
charge of the missions of the Grand
ronde Reservation !n that Etate
As a young man Cardinal Mer
distinguished himself as
and an executive, as presilent
Leo X111, Seminary f
versity of Philosop
sity of Louvaln Ti
Keane, then molor
University in America at Washingion,
tried obtain his vices f his
ocountry, even going
u personal appoil to
20 great was the lowve
Belgium for th
obliged (o refuse the ro
dinal Mercler remalined
Februnry, 1508, he wa
Archbishop of Meol
roary 15, 1907
nil to
(GOORENA.
By hils wise rule nnd
ncter Cardinal Mercler

y at the | ad

Ly Yenrs

of tha ( I

Ko fur us to make

him

Wils h

Fuccned

self th the people «

when the time came
withstand e ndiial
Gorman invasl his
toward the armies of Yon K

much to do whh mal

and steadfnst morals

and with the united 1y

the peoople of that

enemy. He was at L J

attack by the Germnan

clty w enptord
and qult ¢
Germun bombyardment
utitenable for v

then went 10 Autwerg
mained until 1ts fadl

Theronfter he «

| Buarding tho lberts )

the Interesis of his peopld "
for clvilinns wres

charges by the lern

3t h ——

selfl u veoritable thaor in 1t

the Invading Teuran G

every opportunity Curdin

exhorted his peopls

falth and thely deflas if 1
and to look forward 1o the
the wrmles of the A
umph and Belglum w
| Free
Cardinal Mercler made 1
leave Antwerp when the
entered the clity, and # Germa "

(Continued on Following Fage/




